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• • . By David Ignatius . r ^ 

■ ' Reporter of T;*h* W ajuuStbsst JOURNAt.^ 

; WASHINGTON A perjury trial^that 
opca-i here today could prove embariusalng 
to the Central Intelligence Agency and a 
‘ Wgh official of the Chilean government, ‘ 

. The trial pits the Justice Department 
‘agaiiist Robert Berrellet, an ei^utive of Ih- 
tematiohal Telephone & .Telegraph Corp. 
Mr. Ecnrellez was charged last March in a 
six-count criminal information with lying to 
a congressional committee and a. govern- 
ir.ent agency about ITT*s,ro]e Ih the 1970 
C'dlecn election.^. , 

The Justice Department hopes to show 
t>ial Berrellex perjured himself when he 
denied that iTT had worked to block the 
1970 election of SaV/ador* A llende. as presl 
V dsnt of'-ChUe.- But government bfflclaly 
wony that this prosecutloirhould disclose 
Iiev/ details about the tangled relationships 
between the CIA, ITT and certain prominent 
Qiileans. * . \ 

Several Serisltive Matters ^ 

Court documents available to the pUblltf'xj 
outline several sensitive mattets that ccmld 
^ disclosed at the trial. Including: ■ ^ y . 

T v-pontact inflate 191*2 between Chile's 
current forei^ minister. Hem an Cublllos, 
and m ITT official to distuss matters re- 
lating to coming .testimony about ITT's role 
. In 19T0 efforts to block Mr.- Alknde’s elec- 
tion: Mr. Berrellez's attorney also has; re- 
ouestedlnforination about Mr. Cubillos’s con; 
fact*. the CIA... v 

. Extensl\’e discussions between CIA and 
. riT officials before and after Mr. Berrel- 
i3z*s alleged perjury. One CIA document, for 
example, expresses relief that Mr. Berrelle* 
**got safely over** a question about his dis-, 
\iissicns with a Chilean about ITT contribu- 
tiorj to a stop-Allende movement Mr; Ber- 
.reliez was. later charged with perjury for 
these remarks. ^ 

The criminal Information charging Mr.. 
Berrellez includes a list of meetings between 
ITT and CIA officials in which a conspiracy 
was allegedly arranged to obstruct a 1973 In- 
vesLigation by a Senate subcommittee on 
multinational corporations.of ITT’s involve- 
ment in Chile. . - ' • 

This conspiracy charge cites a meeting In 
December 1972 in New York between Harold 
Hendrix, an ITT executive who was alle^- 
' edly part of the conspiracy, and Mr,; Cubll- 
los. Biographical information on Mr. Cubil- 
\os made available by the Chilean embassy 
here states that he was at that time vice 
president of El Mercorio S.A.R.- Co., a Chlh 
e?ji newspaper chain. . V- , ■ • - 

According to a report on the ClA*s covert 
action In Chile published In 1975* by the* Sen-: 


ate Intelligence Dommlttee; the Kl Mercuric 
chain was “one Institution la Chile which 
'was Used ill a general ^ti-Ailende effort.” 
The report adds that “both the U.S. goyern- 
^ment arid, ITT were furtneling money into 
the hands* of individuals associated with the 
.paperi’ during 1970 and after^ apparently to 
oppose Mr.* Allendel - ---T > 

. in a subpoena request filed in federal 
court here earlier this month, Mr. Berrel- 
lez's attorney, Patrick Wall, requested from 
the CIA “all documents which reflect the re- 
lationship of^one Hertnan (sic) Cublllos to 
the agency, indudlng those describing:-^ a) 
actions by tom on behalf of the agency, and 
b) communicatiohs betweeh him and the 
agency.V The government has asked . the 
coi'rt to quash tha! subpoena request, which 
* also Eou^il numeroiu oth^r CI^ documents. 

Sealed at ^vemi^enrs Request ' 

' Some CIA documents have already been 
obtained by f>Ir, Berrellez's attorney, but 
post of these are feealed under a protective _ 
r /Order, requested by the government One 
CIA document that was available from the ' 


K court clerks earlier this month outlines a de-.’ ^ i. 

*'brieangbf an ITT official the d:iy after one f polcnttall 


Worked ^..^osely With CIA v‘-i\. . 

' Previous disclosures have .made- Jtclj 

that ITT officials worked very closely \l 
the CIA in effort to block Mr, Allenej 
election. But Mn Hanke’s memo Is the cll 
est. indication that 'the.',CIA., knew atout 
leged perjury by TTT Officiah Immedial! 
after It happened: And, along with a long 
of Contacts betwe€ii.;. 7 ariou.s CIA offic, 
and various ITT officials; prior ta the- )| 
testimony: the Hanke memo raises the qd 
tlon of wjjether the CIA, helped organize 
effort to mislead, the subcommittee. 

The case Hfus'trates what has l>e-come 
increasingly difficult problem for the Just 
Department as It seeks to proseente Illel 
activities, by corporate execiittves and a; 
era abroad. • ‘ ^ - 

In such cases, which often touch on scri 
five nationaJ-securtty matters, the defori 
a^mey can threater- to cisclc se emViir?/ 
hig iiiformation abOuCthegovemmenl’.s- ix 
In .the alleged Ulega! activity. Such lacll 
are. currently figurlng:in several fdrelg 
bribery prosecutions^ lucludlng'.one .fnvo? 
tog a former executive of Ijcickhecd Corp. | 

What's 'uriusuil 'about ‘the Berrellez ca| 
to- that the' goveramenrs own 'crimln; 


instance of Mr. Berrellez’s alleged perjury. 

' The docurrtenl was prepared by Jonathan 
G, Hanke. who has b^n identified by the 
Jifitice.Department as a CIA official. In this 
memorandum, dated March 22, 1973, Mr. 
Hanke' recounts h\i conversauon’ the same 
•day.>^ith ITT's Mr. Hendri^, in which Mr. 
Hendrix re'dewpd the prevlois day’s terti- 
.ih^ny before Ihe muItinaticnals jubcomriU- 

■ tee,-'^.j,,< ' s ♦ .* ^ 

; In dlsnusMg . Mr. Berirellez’s testimony, 
Mr.. Hanke* riotes ''Berrellez apparently got 
safely over the question of his discussion 
with Arturo Matte reported in 17 September 
message,J. , J^Thls ITT mertjo recount^ 
Mr.; Beitellez’s' 1970 conversation with Mr. 
ivlatte, an anti-Allende C2iilean, In which Mr. 
Berrellez said ITT was ‘'ready to contribute 
With what was necessary” In the effort to 
block Mr. Allende’s election. 

* An apparently relieved Mr. Hanke noted 
that “Berrellez explained away the phrase 
'contribute with what was , necessary’ by 
saying that in Spanish it has a slightly dif- 
ferent meaning and was essentially a cour- 
teous expression of concern.” In its criminal 
charge, the Justice Department termed Mr. 
Berrellez’s discussion of Spanish Jdiom 
'“blatantly false and evasive testimony.” 

I • Mr. Hanke’s Internal CIA memorandum 
‘also notes that ITT’s Mr. Hendrix had been 
asked by the subcommittee whether he 
worked In any way ior the CIA. He denied 
such a relationship three times. Mr. Hanke 
notM. (Although he Was named by the gor- 
emment as a conspirator In the alleged ef- 
fort to block the Senate Subcommittee’s la-; 
vestigatlon. Mr. Hendrix wasn’t indicted.),./ 


embarrassing Information. The same pro] 
lem arose in the companio'n prosecution I 
Edward Gerrity. a senior ITT executive wH 
will gq to trial for alleged perjury later Ihl 
year. The Justice Department recently not 
fiai Mr. GerriC/s Attorney that It planned i 
drop.three'counts of that, indictment ‘Thi 
l^three counts; dealt , with Valleged . perjun 
about TIT’S 1970 dealing's with executivos 6 
Ei Mercurlo. : ^ "r-'r, i ^ 
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